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Prevention

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The aim of this presentation is to highlight some lessons learned from the initiatives put in place by successive New Zealand governments in the first decade of this century, and their relatively limited impact on intimate partner violence.

By way of background, initiatives implemented have largely focussed in three areas:
Firstly in the development of bystander empowerment, and men and boys as allies in prevention (It’s not OK)
Secondly through early childhood education (Plunket and Family Start) parenting skills (SKiP)
Thirdly through increased powers to the Police as a means or first responder and civil legal protections (PSOs)



MoH Family Violence Project
Guidelines
Performance Req

Work & Income Violence 
Intervention Programme
Family Safety Teams
Family Start Programme
20hrs free ECE
It’s Not OK

Addressing the drivers of crime
Police Safety Orders
Police – CFY Child Protection 
Protocol

1995 2000 2005 2010

Vulnerable Children’s Act, 
Integrated safety response

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This timeline shows the significant number of initiatives implemented, firstly by a centre-left labour government and subsequently by a centre-right national government. However, there was a notable shift in the style of policies introduced. During the labour years, there was emphasis on violence prevention through public awareness raising campaigns, early childhood education and a health system response. With the introduction of the centre-right government in 2008, the emphasis shifted to statutory response and police safety orders. More recently, the shift has changed, to focusing specifically on vulnerable children and piloting an integrated safety response.



Krieger, N. (2011). Epidemiology and the people’s health. 
Oxford, England, and New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

Theoretical background

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So what is our basis for suggesting that this is a period of opportunity lost? While, like many in the VAW field, we substantively draw on Lori Heise’s expanded ecological model for understanding intimate partner violence in New Zealand, we are also increasingly drawing on Nancy Kreiger’s eco-social model. From a NZ perspective, this model has the benefit of acknowledging the historical context of colonisation in New Zealand, and how this might play out over the life-course through ethnic and social inequalities. Further it allows us to consider how ethnic and social inequalities may be embodied and increase risk for specific components of the New Zealand population. It is using this model that we have sought to understand violence experience in New Zealand between 2001 and 2012.



The Youth2000 series: three cross-sectional surveys 
conducted in 2001, 2007 and 2012

A two-stage sample cluster design 
Approximately one-third of NZ schools were invited to 
participate in each wave. 

85.7% participated in 2001, 
83.5% participated in 2007, 
72.8% participated in 2012

Of the students invited, 74% participated in 2001 and 2007, 
and 68% participated in 2012
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Youth 2000 Study

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Youth 2000 study was initiated in 2001. It is a series of cross-sectional surveys of New Zealand college students aged between 13 and 19 years. At each time point, participants were asked how often they had witnessed adults yelling or swearing at each other or physically hurting each other in the previous 12 months. From these questions we derived estimates of exposure to emotional or physical violence in the home.



Group 1: 51.34% of study population, n=12,823; 
• 85% never worry about money for food (15% 

occasionally); 
• 100% have consumed alcohol; 
• 61% NZ European and 21% Māori; 
• 73% happy about how family get on. 

Group 2: 23.62% of study population, n=5,901; 
• 72% never worry about money for food; 
• 100% never consume alcohol; 
• 51% NZ European, 25% Asian, 11% Māori; 
• 81% happy about how family get on. 

Group 3: 19.9% of study population, n=4,971; 
• 37% sometimes worry about money for food (0% 

never); 
• 91% have consumed alcohol; 
• 48% NZ European and 40% Māori; 
• 50% family relationships neither good nor bad. 

Group 4: 5.14% of study population, n=1,284; 
• 83% sometimes/always worry about money for 

food; 
• 38% have consumed alcohol; 
• 100% Pacific; 
• 70% happy about how family get on. 

0.0
1.0
2.0
3.0
4.0
5.0
6.0
7.0
8.0
9.0

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Litres of alcohol per head of population

Statistics New Zealand. Litres of 
alcohol per head of population. 
Retrieved from 
www.stats.govt.nz/infoshare
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Using latent class analysis, we categorised survey participants to one of four groups according to key risk factors for violence in the home. 
Our first group were the most wealthy, consumed alcohol, and were generally happy with how their family got on.
Our second group were also relatively wealthy, but did not consume alcohol, had an over-representation of Asian New Zealanders and were generally happy with how their family got on.
The third group were less wealthy – 37% of them indicated that their family sometimes worried about having sufficient money for food. They were alcohol consumers, there was an over-representation of indigenous New Zealanders and they were ambivalent about how their family got on.
Finally, our fourth group were all Pacific Island New Zealanders, with high degree of worry over finances, low alcohol consumption and generally happy with how the family got on.

Immediately prior to the start of this survey there was a liberalisation of New Zealand alcohol laws. The legal age for purchasing dropped from 20 to 18 years, resulting in debate in the media about the role of alcohol in violence perpetration and an apparent increase in alcohol consumption over time.



0
10
20
30
40
50
60

2001 2007 2012

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4

0

20

40

60

80

100

2001 2007 2012

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4

Witnessing emotional violence

Witnessing physical violence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over time, we have noted an increase in adolescents reported exposure to emotional violence at home, and no change in exposure to physical violence at home, with the exception of group 1, who had the lowest levels of physical violence exposure at the start of data collection.

[I still the drop in physical violence for group 1 is a good thing, but we just need to make sure the benefits are extended to all groups across the population.  I also wonder if the emotional violence increases are partially a result of increased awareness of emotional violence.  Not sure if you have the time to say any of this, but throw it in, in case the occasion arises]



MoH Family Violence Project
Guidelines
Performance Req

Work & Income Violence 
Intervention Programme
Family Safety Teams
Family Start Programme
20hrs free ECE
It’s Not OK

Addressing the drivers of crime
Police Safety Orders
Police – CFY Child Protection 
Protocol

1995 2000 2005 2010

Vulnerable Children’s Act, 
Integrated safety response

2011: 
Christchurch 
Earthquake

2010:  Darfield 
Earthquake

Pike 
river miner 

disaster

2009: Samoa 
Tsunami

2008: Global 
Financial Crisis
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So why is it, despite the efforts of policy makers to impact on violence experience, that we have seen no substantive change across all groups in the population?

Policy change, like the lives of individuals, does not occur in a vaccum. It occurs on a backdrop of wider social experience.  



In social environments riven with inequalities, low social 
cohesion, or lack of access to universal services for issues such 
as parental mental health, individualised services …will have
a limited effect [pg 15]

nowhere are the realities of parenting within resource-poor 
contexts taken into account... [pg 27]
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Keddell, E. (June 2017). The Child Youth and Family Review: A Commentary 
on Prevention. Auckland: The Policy Observatory. Retrieved from 
https://thepolicyobservatory.aut.ac.nz/
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So, while only minor improvements in witnessing violence were evident for the most well resourced proportion of the population, this should, perhaps, not surprise us.  We have tended to treat violence in isolation, without considering the wider contextual factors that might impact on violence experience. Factors such as poor access to health, justice or social services, intergenerational violence or the lived experiences of inequalities.



Differential impacts of 
economic shock
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A particular example of this is, for example, the uneven impact that the global financial crisis had on Maori and Pacific Island New Zealander’s compared with European and Asians. In addition to this, living costs in general have been increasing.  A similar pattern has been seen in many developed countries.

The natural disasters highlighted in the previous slide also had an uneven impact on the population. Where we saw the most adverse effects of the earthquakes were in places where houses had been built on reclaimed land – often in the more socio-economically deprived parts of the community.



“For Christchurch, the ISR approach 
has brought into the open 
longstanding capacity issues.”

• Insufficient drug and alcohol 
services

• Insufficient perpetrator response 
services

• Demands of resourcing the model 
were imposing considerable strain 
across both government agencies 
and non-governmental 
organisations
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Learnings from integrated 
safety response pilot

Statistics New Zealand (2016). Serious injury outcome 
indicators: 2000–15. Retrieved from www.stats.govt.nz. 
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Evidence for new attempts at service delivery, such as the Integrated Safety Response pilot, also highlight the need for increased focus on wider social issues. For example, the integrated safety response in Christchurch highlighted the need for a more well developed system to respond to and address risks factors for violence experience. Specific needs identified through the pilot includes perpetrator and victim response services for trauma recovery and to ensure real behaviour change. It also highlighted the importance of having sufficient resources to address social issues that often co-occur with violence, including drug and alcohol abuse.



To effectively reduce adult violence in the home, 
policy development and implementation should 
consider 
• family violence specific strategies, and
• policy and practice directed at risk factors for 

violence,
such as social disparities, financial stress 
and alcohol use.

Action across all of these determinants is 
necessary to ensure that the benefits of any 
family violence reduction policies are shared 
across the whole population.
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Concluding points
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